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Editors Comment
With just a week to go before the first
major muster, my apologies for the
lateness of this latest edition and for the
fact that content is a bit scant in
comparison to the normal missive.  This is
largely due to the fact that no-one really
come forward with anything and photos
from 2019 season to date are in short
supply.  This means I've had to work even
harder than usual in self-sourcing sufficient
content to warrant publication of a COTN
and hence why this edition is very me-
centric (apologies but actually not; that's
what you get for not supplying me with
stuff!!)

Yet fear not, for in the words of Baldrick,
"I have a cunning plan" for next few
editions and so will be knocking on a few
caravan/tent doors at the coming musters.
Oh yes, you can run but you cannot hide!!

That aside, can't wait to catch up with
everyone - the winter quarters have felt
like an absolute age and I'm craving the
smell of sulphur and campfires (though not
simultaneously I hope!!)

See you on the field of battle for the
Charge of the Light Brigade - and no I'm
not getting bouncy and wet Andy! lol

Yours,
Comrade Karenina Poffskiovanich

Fellow Gordon's,

The battlefield awaits, and Gordon's has never been in better
shape. This time last year I wrote

“This season our membership has changed slightly, I'm very happy to
say that we will see a few new(ish) faces at musters this year. We
are gaining more pikemen (upwards of 10 on the books todate), have
a solid musket block numbers (25 firing) and one or two more new
members interested in drummer/musician roles. The numbers for the
regiment this year stand at 79, with a growing number of younger
ones we can prep ready for battle at 16.”

This year we have 28 musket, 15 pike and  7 musicians to take
the field supported by our excellent civilians and non-
combatants without who's amazing support we could not do
what we do so well. With a total membership of 84 on the
books we  are doing really well. We have done this as a team.
Well done and Huzzah for Gordon's!

Next I must say a huge thank you for all who supported the
Gordon's Hoolie in whatever way, big or small. A fine time was
had by all.  I'm sure this issue will have plenty of evidence,
hopefully not too damning. [not that I could find! - Ed]

We had a very successful auction with most items generously
donated by Mary Sturman, happy to know Paul's things are still
being used and appreciated on the field with the Scots Brigade
that he loved. We raised £606, half of which is going to Mary
to donate to the Longfield Hospice who supported her and
Paul. Big thank you to all those who donated items and bid to
help us achieve this considerable sum.

It was a real privilege to award some of our newer members
their Gordon's ribbons and a joy and honour to award Karen
the Alistair Banntock “Gordon's Cup.“ Well done all!

The C.O.'s Address
(because Highlander's don't do briefs!)
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“By courage, not craft”
Your proud Commanding Officer,
Nick Proudman

The C.O.'s Address
(because Highlander's don't do briefs!)
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As the first big musters approach it's time to check
your kit is ready and you are fighting fit.

This season we have four Scots Brigade priority
musters lined up where we aim to get everyone
together for a mad massive party both on the field
and off it. These are the main events to aim for with
the Scots Brigade this year.  Please follow SK Official
Members Area facebook page for new and updated
warning orders. These will be updated on the
Gordon's fb events page too.

1) 24th - 28th May Deene Park, Northants
Major.  Please treat as a Brigade Priority.
Please bring Rutland and Scots kit. WO
posted on Gordon's FB page (7th May by Andy
Webb)

NOTE: Deene Park is a change of venue to Fawsley Estate, Northants
which was originally cited as the MBH2 event.

2) 12th -15th July Ledbury, Herefordshire
Large Mini with Horse - Brigade Priority

3) 10th - 11th August Thirlestane Castle,
Lauder, Scotland

Brigade Event, 1st Priority – if you can only
make one event make it this one.

4) 24th -26th August Scampston Hall, N Yorks
ABH Major – Brigade 2nd Priority

I would also like to mention a special event that is
NOT SK but may be of interest as members of the
Scots Brigade have been invited to participate as
individuals: 14th - 15th September  Battle of Dunbar,
Scotland

Please register your interest at;
https://www.facebook.com/groups/114037756947137
2/
or search for “DUNBAR 1650 - 2019 (Participating
Re-enactors info)”

Best wishes, see you all soon in another muddy field
of madness!

April 21st

Folks,
You may have seen other postings but sadly I
bring to your attention the death of Adrian
'Shep' Shepherd.

Shep was previously a member of Gordon's but
has been associated with the Scots Brigade for
many years. Shep was a wonderful character and
someone you would be proud to call a friend. I
am sure many of SB will remember him.

Sorry to bear such bad news but I and others
have lost a close friend and yet another of our
brethren has now gone ahead.

Kevin Westwood
Scots Brigade CO

In Remembrance

A Thank You
For those of you who aren't aware, one of our new
child members, Kaitlyn Gresty hasn't been so well
lately.  However she was still able to attend the
Hoolie with her Mum & Dad, Joanne and Mike.

The family would like to thank everyone who made
Kaitlyn feel so included.  Despite being in a
wheelchair, Kaitlyn was able to take part in nearly
every dance!  Joanne said "It was really moving to see
how fantastic everyone was - especially Tracey who taught
Kaitlyn the drumming rhymes and paid her so much
attention".

Even our German friends were impressed and
commented upon how the British do inclusion so well
and that would not have happened in Germany.

Fortunately Katy is now on the mend and will be
having physio at the hospital.  We look forward to
seeing her in better health soon.
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Regimental News - Page 2 -

Adjutant's Corner
All 2019 Membership cards have now been sent out.
Please contact me by email at
gordons.adjutant@outlook.com if you haven’t
received yours yet or if you have any membership
queries.

There has been an exciting development with Temp
memberships, which can (and should) now be done
online! No more forms being sent by post, and no
more cheques! If you have any Temp members
coming this year, please contact me and I will let you
have the details. Please also note that RED
“Emergency temp” cards will no longer issued or
accepted for the 2019 season.

Finally… to help things go a little more smoothly next
year, may I please ask you all to let me have an
SAE by August Bank Holiday for your 2020
memberships!

See you all soon!

Lyn Johnson,
Adjutant

Gordon of the Year
Congratulations our Karen on being awarded the
Alistair Bantock "Gordon's Cup" for outstanding
contribution to the Regiment.

With so many committed and hard working members
it is always a difficult one to call. Both Officers and
NCO's were all asked to give there ideas for this
years nomination and the one name that kept coming
up was Karen's, who has supported the regiment
through hard times and good. Always with immense
pride and generosity of time and spirit come what
may, her impact has been immense in the work she
has done with the Scots brigade website, the
promotional materials and the Gordon's own
quarterly newsletter "The Cock of The North".

Karen Poffley, we think you're brilliant!
Well deserved.

Nick Proudman

What an unexpected honour. I cannot imagine a
lovelier regiment or brigade to be part of.  Thank
you all so much. Still hasn't really sunk in. A
Gordon, a Gordon, a Gordon Forever!!

Karen

Red
Ribbons
At the Hoolie, it was with pleasure that Mike
Johnson, Becca Veasey and Steve Purdy were
awarded with their red silk ribbon, having successfully
passed their one year probation.  Huzzah!
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Typical! - the one Hoolie she doesn't attend!!  Lego-Karen complete with coif,
arisaid and even matching scowl lol

"
"
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Frontline Despatches

COMMEMORATIVE PARADE
Coleford, 23rd Feburary

Amazing Basing this year was basking in the Easter mini-
heatwave so it was somewhat ironic that all the usual
hardy Scots folk (bar two) gave it a miss this year!  Nice
to see Mike Cannaby on the field though following his
operation earlier in January - welcome back Mike!

ANNUAL
Basing House, Hampshire, April

ANNUAL COMMEMORATIVE
Holy Holly Day, Nantwich, 26th January

With no-one coming forward offering to do a write-up for any of the events so far this year and it
has to be said a severe lack of photos, I have cobbled together what I can.

MINI
Wentworth, S. Yorks MBH(1)

No Mayor's Charity
Dinner this year to
follow the parade
and
commemorative
service in the town
square but even so
there was a good
turn-out.   A
suitable scene to
disrupt towner-
goers normal
Saturday morning
excursions for a
wee while included

With the 'Parliament Call To Arms' cancelled
this year, it was the mini up North that received
attention from a small number of Scots keen to
flex their sword arm ahead of the Major planned
for the end of the month.
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Photo credit: Levitt Park

There was a march.
There were loud bangs
during a little skirmish.
There was weather (dry
at least by looks of it).
There was a joint
birthday party with cake!
There was drinking.
There was fun.  People
were broken.  Typical
Nantwich by all accounts!

Photo credit: Lyn Johnson

Ariel view of the
Bloody Barn, The Knot
Garden and remains of
the House

Photo credit: Ian Blyth

the local Mayor having a go at firing a musket.
The additional publicity for the SK we received in
the local paper The Forest Review the following
week is always good aswell. Great hospitality by
Ian & Christine Blyth as always too.

Photo credit: Nantwich Photography

Photo credit:
Basing House
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On the Doorstep

In civil wars terms, the old market town of Basingstoke is better
known for the Siege of Basing House but I recently discovered
another part of civil war history relating to an area us locals
cunningly call 'The Top of Town' because it's well, at the top of
the town!

Anyhow, London Street at the top of town is actually better
known for being the site of the Burberry factory during WWI as
well as for Jane Austen having attended a dance in Barclays Bank
(obviously not Barclays at the time - that would just be weird and
historically inaccurate) but little did I realise that London Street
also has civil war links.

It transpires that in October 1645, none other than Mr Big
himself, Oliver Cromwell stayed at No 13 London Street - then
the site of The Falcon Inn and now the fabulous Tea Bar serving
cocktails in teapots (highly recommended if you're ever in the
area).  Cromwell had come to the town to ensure the capture of
Basing House.  After it's surrender, Cromwell gave the order
from the top of town for the house to be "slighted", which
resulted in the house being razed to the ground and turned it
into the ruinous site we all know today.

Additionally, Royalist John Paulet, Marquis of Winchester was
imprisoned by the Parliamentarians in the cellars of the Bell Inn
opposite No 13, before being transported to the Tower of
London.

Karen Poffley

 13 London Street former site of The Falcon

6-8 London Street, The Bell Inn

BASINGSTOKE

On Saturday 11th May, a small band of 5 from the Scots Brigade set off
from Blair Atholl to retrace the footsteps of the Army of the Marquis of
Montrose.  Over a period of 5 days - some of which in 26oC -  they
covered 54 miles in full 17th Century kit before finally arriving at their
destination of Tippermuir battlefield just outside Perth.

This was a great feat so many congratulations to all those involved.  The
purpose was to raise money in aid of the Mines Advisory Group (MAG)
who work around the world clearing landmines and other unexploded
ordnance making it safer for those who live in the vicinity.

Out & About

There will be a special feature in the next edition [Best get writing for me then eh boys! - Ed] but in the
meantime, please visit David Wilton's JustGiving page to donate and help them reach their target funds.

IT'S A LONG WAY TO TIPPERMUIR

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/tippermuir
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On the Bookshelf

As history enthusiasts  - and with often a soggy morning to wile away
on site - many of Gordon's members are also avid readers of both
historical fact and fiction.

Here are a few recommendations.  What are yours? Send in the book
title, author's name, short description like below to give others a flavour
to add them to the shelf!

This is the middle book of a series of three that looks at reassessing seven
main battles of the civil war. He challenges a lot of previously held ideas
about a lot of the major conflicts. The book is split into the decisive
battles of 1642-43,1644 and 1645-1648. Each battle is discussed within its
context of the war, the landscape where it was fought and the sources
available. Then it gives a narrative of the battle itself from both sides.

It is well written and deals in detail with each battle. This book gave me a
better understanding of how the civil war was fought and what were
some of the deciding factors of why the Royalists ultimately lost the war.

I would give this 5*****

Reviewed by Steve 'Cody' Turner

THE WITCH FINDER'S SISTER - BETH UNDERDOWN

Ok so technically this isn't a book about the civil war per se, however it is
set in the same period and there are occasional references to battles
further afield.  I include it here for review because it helps provide a wider
picture of the struggles faced by ordinary folk during that era of 1645-47.

As the title suggests, this is a book about real-life character Matthew
Hopkins - the self-styled 'Witch Finder' who was responsible for one of
the largest scale witch hunts and trials in the UK.  Told from the point of
view of his fictitious sister, the reader comes to understand what may have
driven his zealous persecution of ordinary women folk.  It is also
interesting to meet the female characters that inhabit the plains of Suffolk
and witness how easy it was for the mass hysteria and fear to unfold,
together with the horrific repercussions.

A lot of the detail regarding the trials is historically accurate based on
assize records and pamplets of the time, which Underdown weaves well
into the fabric of the novel together with obviously additional artistic
licence.

I found it to be an interesting and enjoyable read and would give this book
5*****.

Reviewed by Karen Poffley

ISSUE 62

DECISIVE BATTLES OF THE ENGLISH CIVIL WAR
 - MALCOLM WANKLYN



Name:  Karen Poffley & Shaun Poffley Winters

Occupation in SK:     K: Civilian Water Wench   S: Child and Pikeman-in-the-making

No of years in SK:  K: 14 years  S: 11 years

What got you into SK?: I worked with Julie Blissett and with my interest in history, one day we got
talking and I discovered she was in SK.  I kept hounding her until she broke
and finally said I could come along too!  Shaun has had no choice ever since
he was in his mum's tummy.

Additional info:           Shaun's father is Paul Winters (also of Gordon's).

With an ever-growing Regiment and people not always able to attend every muster, it can get difficult to
remember who is who.  In 'Pass The Quill', each issue we will focus on different members of the Regiment
in this fun and lighthearted way of getting to know more about our fellow Gordon's.

In addition to the standard overview, each person will be asked to randomly answer 10 questions from a
selection of 25, which will be shared here.
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Pass the Quill: CLAN POFFLEY

Choose three 'ultimate' dinner guests (dead or alive)
K: Anne Boleyn, Albert Einstein, Dalai Lama

Do you believe in ghosts?
K&S: Yes

Random Q&A

What's your favourite food?
K:  I'm a sucker for fresh bread and lashings of proper

butter though have quite a thing for sushi at the
moment.

S: Pizza, fresh muscles and, hunters chicken

What's your favourite animal?
K: Red panda and racoon
S: Tiger and Ringtail lemur

What superpower would you choose?
K: Mind reader and to always pick the shortest queue!
S: Shapeshifting

Morning lark or night owl?
K&S:  Night owl

Tell us a joke:
S: Why did the hedgehog cross the road?

 - To see his flatmate!

If you had a warning label, what would it say?
K: May have some screws loose!
S: Rage alert

ISSUE 62

What are three things you can't live without?
(excluding family & friends)?
K: Books, roast potatoes, mascara
S: Xbox, YouTube, my iphone

Sunrise or sunset?
K: Sunset - only ever see sunrise if I've been up all night!
S: Sunset

As a kid, what did you want to be when you grew up?
K: Roller-skating champion of the world
S: Construction worker
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Find the most devilish or bizarre alcoholic
beverage in a bottle to share amongst the
Brigade.   At the end of the 2019 season,

the winner of the drink judged most wicked
will be awarded a prize.

REMINDER:
THE POISONER'S CHALLENGE

Noticeboard

ISSUE 62

2ND MAY BANK HOLIDAY FROLICS A stitch in time saves nine...or lands you up in
hospital with a needle through your finger as
you're sewing Gordon's new colours.  Eek!
Hope you're soon on the mend Edna
Richardson.

Happy 50th Birthday to
Tracey Jones..

Quite how you've managed
to survive this long is

anyone's guess but here's to
the next 50!

Congratulations toKevin Westwood and
Lindsay Cameron on
their retirements!
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Dates for Diary
KIT TYPE
1:  Plaid   (Highland)
2:  Trews (Scots)
3: Greys   (English/Militia)

R:  Regimental Event.  Maximum attendance please
B:  Brigade Event. Support whenever possible
O: Optional.
M: Miscellaneous event.

NOTE:  As Gordon's are a Highland regiment, No 1
kit of Plaid or Mo 2 Trews are to be worn at every
event, unless you are specifically instructed to do
otherwise.  Either the CO or BCO will confirm prior
to an event if there is any change in the kit directive.
Always No 1 or 2 kit in beer tent though!

DATE(S) EVENT KIT TYPETYPE

Full warning orders in Orders of the Day or on the SK website
Check Scots Brigade FB page for updates or additional notes.

DETAILS

MBH MAJOR. 2nd May BH wkend.

1

25-27 May Deene Park, Northants

1

B

MAJOR.29-30 June Cropedy Bridge, OxfordO

MAJOR.27-28 July Cheriton, HampshireO

LARGE. TOP PRIORITY – if you can only make one event
make it this one.

10-11 August Thirlestane Castle,
Lauder, Scotland

B

BOOKED ANNUAL MINI.  A great little mini to end off the
season. Remember to book early to get space on camp!

19-20 October Edgehill, KinetonO

B 24-26 August Scampston Hall, North
Yorkshire

ABH MAJOR.

M 14-15 September Non-SK event in
Scotland

Block these dates out if you're interested in a key anniversary
event in Scotland.  More details will follow via Scots Brigade page
or Mackays fb page.

1

1

1/2 & 3

tbc

tbc

tbc
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Contact Info

www.skscotsbrigade.org.uk

E. 1. gordons.adjutant@outlook.com
    2. hello@skscotsbrigade.org.uk

     1. William Gordon's Regiment of Foote (closed group)
     2. The Scots Brigade (closed group)
     3. Friends of the Scots Brigade (open group)

Instagram - @scotsbrigade

C.O.: Nick Proudman
T. 07956 715072
E. n.proudman@yahoo.co.uk

Adjutant: Lyn Johnson
T. 07791945958
E. gordons.adjutant@outlook.com

COTN Editor: Karen Poffley
T. 07786 907727
E. karenpoffley@hotmail.com

Next Issue due: August 2019
Any suggestions for feature articles and photographs
greatly received.  Submit to Editor by 31st July

ock o' theC orthN

Photographs courtesy of Nantwich Photography, Purdie Proudman,  Karen Poffley,
Basingstoke Council, Ian Blyth, Lyn Johnson, Levitt Park and Basing House.
 Apologies to anyone I've pilfered from and missed off.

Word of the Daye

Issue 62 May 2019
(C) Copyright 2019 William Gordon's Regiment of Foote. All rights reserved.

CANTRIP: n. A magical spell of any kind, or one which
reads the same forwards and backwards.  It can also be a
witch's trick, or a sham.

<ORIGIN> late 16th century Scottish Archaic.


