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Alongside friends and former colleagues, a number of
Gordon's, Scots Brigade, and other SK friends also
turned out in full kit to honour this quiet gentleman
who had been a member of the Sealed Knot for over
30 years.

Carried in on the shoulders of Digger Blissett, Steve
Langan, Kevin Westwood, Robin Stintson, Gareth
Morgan and Paul's step-son and former Gordon's
member, Tom, before finally exiting the church to an SK
Guard of Honour, Paul was well served by the SK in a
manner befitting the wide regard held for Paul across
the society.

Mary has given permission for the tributes and eulogies
paid to Paul during the service to be reproduced here
and I have also included many of the Facebook posts of
condolences.

The Vicar commented how rare it is for family,
colleagues and friends to get the same perspective of a
person but that with Paul that actually seemed to be the
case.  It's a cliche I know but what you saw was what
you actually got; a kind, gentle, easy-going and good-
natured soul with no drama, fanfare or hidden motive.

The New Year has started with the sorrowful news
that Paul Sturman passed away on 7th January, having
lost his battle with cancer within a mere six months.

As a former editor of COTN, it seemed appropriate
that on his passing, a special commemorative edition
be dedicated entirely to Paul so that is what you will
find here.

I actually write this on my return from Paul's funeral
- a grim day in both weather and sombre bearing, yet
oddly fitting.

With the coffin draped in Colonel William Gordon's
colours and Paul's blue bonnet laid to rest on top
alongside the flowers, mourners filled Holy Trinity
Parish Church in Watermoor, Cirencester.

And mourners we were indeed.  For the family have
lost a father, brother, step-dad, grandad and uncle.
Mary has lost a much beloved husband of 11 years.
The sheer grief was etched onto their faces and
cracked in voices as they spoke of the man they had
loved and who is irreplaceable.
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The wake was held at Paul & Mary's local, The Greyhound
where in conversation Steve Langan said, "There's family,
there's friends and then there's the SK - a special
brotherhood."

And he's totally right.  In fact it is like a second family.
We don't just go to musters - we go to family
gatherings and reunions.  We don't fight on the field as
individuals but as one brotherhood of men.  After battle
we don't drink alone but caroose together and share
the bottle.

Like any family, we may occasionally have our squabbles
but within each other we find confidantes, supporters,
best friends and many a shoulder to cry on in times of
need.  These tightly knit bonds are forged over time
and truly are very special.  With the passing of Paul we
have lost a family member - and his absence will be felt
dearly for a long time to come.

Sadly we are dealt a double-blow in that we too are
losing Mary, whom understandably needs time away to
grieve.  But to Mary, I say this (and I'm sure everyone is
behind me);

You are still part of the Gordon's family and
even though you are stepping away and you will
be missed, we will continue to lay a setting for
you at our family table and please know you are
always most welcome to take a seat (whether
you bring cake or not).

To the rest of Gordon's, doft yer bonnets and raise a
wee dram to our fallen brother-in-arms, Paul Sturman -
gone but by no means forgotten.

24/01/18
Karen Poffley
COTN Editor

We shall miss Paul and the Scots
Brigade will mark his passing at

the first major of the season.
Kevin Westwood

Paul has always been a true gent and a great friend.
Here's Paul getting stuck in defending Urquhart
Castle, going to miss you mate.

Steve Ellis

A great founding force in Gordons.
Steve Langan

Omg, known Paul for nearly forty years, such sad
news.

Mark Allen

The Family have asked friends NOT to send
flowers but would prefer if donations were made
to Longfield Hospice - the care home responsible
for the excellent care of Paul and family.

www.longfield.org.uk

This is heartbreaking just heartbreaking.
Tracey Tilly Jones

Very sad to hear this news; thinking about Paul and
Mary at this difficult time.

Mike Netten

What a great loss Paul will be to Mary, the family and
to us all.

Helen Livesey-Jones
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Messages of Condolence

Terrible news :( I don't know
what to say x

Nikki Shaw

Very sad news, our thoughts
are with them at this time

Andy Webb

Very sad news. Our thoughts
are with them both x

Sam Crew

Such sad news. Sending love
to the whole family. X

Lisa Forbes

Gosh, quite shocked. Thoughts and prayers for all the family. Paul,
you are awesome and you taught me a really great way of fighting
when up close that really helped me when jamming in roller derby
games. Sending you both so so much love. X

Vivienne Boyd

That's such shocking news. Love to Paul and Mary from Hilary and me.
Alistair Birnie

My sympathies to his family
at this sad time.

TA Gordon

I am lost for words, my thoughts and prayers will be with Paul and
Mary at this time. Bugger..............

Kevin Westwood

He fought so hard against this,
thinking of you Paul and Mary.

Gloria Holmes

Absolutely devastated at this awful news. I cannot express the sadness
that I feel. Our thoughts and love are with you and all your family at
this time. Paul it is a privilege and a pleasure to have shared some
wonderful times with you - peace and love to you now and always.
xxxxx

Fiona Worrall

Totally shocked. Thinking of you both.
Keith Jones

That's very sad news. x
Trina Higgins

So sad, our thoughts and
prayers are with them both xx

Bev Dudley

Very sad news, our thoughts are
with them x

Michelle Miller

So sad thoughts are with
them both xx

Lyn Shaw

Very sad news me and sam
are thinking of you xx

Richard Bestford
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Messages of Condolence

Christine and I are both shocked
and saddened to hear this.

Ian Blyth

Very sad, in our thoughts and prayers.x
Alison Cameron

We wish them both the best during this difficult time.
Tod Booth

Such sad news for them both.
They are in our thoughts.

Lyn Johnson

Grieved to learn this. Thinking of you both Paul and Mary.
Martin Gershman

So very sorry to hear this. I will be thinking of them both
Cheryl Janis Beer

So sad to hear this our thoughts are with you both.
Stephen Hancock

Much love x
Ian Higgins

Such sad news. Our thoughts are with you all.
Tony Johnson

Such sad news, much love to you both xxx
Kelly Warren

Sorry to hear the news. Thinking of you all. Xx
Colette Meißner

So sorry to hear this sad news. My Prayers
and thoughts are with you both x

Angie Findlay

I'm in shock, I'm so sorry to hear this sad
news, my thoughts are with you both x

Paul Winters

Shocking news. Bless you both.
Melvyn Helsey

So sad - in my thoughts.
Anne Cormack

So very sad. I don't really know what to say other than our thoughts
are with them both. xxxxx Tim Worrall

no words...
Karen Poffley

Sad news, my thoughts are with them both.
Paul Dev Nightingale

This news is honestly heartbreaking. Sending all
my love to both Mary and Paul at this difficult
time x

Justine Louise
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Tribute by Kevin Westwood

I knew Paul for many years, both of us latterly serving in the
Scots Brigade of the Sealed Knot. Paul was very proud to be
part of Gordons Regiment and the Scots Brigade. He
embodied the principles of the brigade; putting on a good
show, looking the best and having fun!

Paul was an enthusiastic re-enactor who was always a great
source of advice, he was the man you turned to on military
history. He researched a 17th century a Scots drill book for
the brigade, that is now in use. His own kit always looked
good and was an example to us all, and whilst having a quiet
nature he always joined in the fun there many pictures of
him on facebook notably one of him looking very fetching in
a blond wig !

The news of Pauls sad passing brought an outpouring on the
Scots Brigade facebook page, a genuine expression of
sadness and memories of happier times show the high regard
and fondness we all had for him. The common theme was
Paul was a gentleman. His passing has created great hole in
the Scots Brigade.

Once part of the Scots Brigade you are part of a wide family
and the scots have long memories, and we will never forget
Paul as one of our own.

So a final farewell from the Scots Brigade, Paul and make
sure there are nae painted windies up there.
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Eulogy by Paul Eaglestone

We are gathered here to honour the memory of Paul
Sturman and pay our respects to his memory and his
wife Mary and family.

Paul was a long term member of the Sealed Knot which
is very much a brotherhood, some would say of
weirdos, but a brotherhood none the less of like
minded people dedicated to the memory of the English
Civil War. A conflict so ably described as a struggle
between Wrong but Wromantic Royalists and Right
but Repulsive Roundheads. Certainly a description that
Paul would have smiled at.

Paul was a member of the Army of Parliament for two
decades. An avid and important members of Carr’s
regiment he rose to the position of Chief of Staff to the
Army. A position that takes significant talents to make
a success. Whilst the Lord General he serves tends to
get the credit it is the hard work of a good Chief of
Staff that can make or break any Lord General. There
is no specific job description as each incumbent creates
his own model for the position and brings to it his own
unique qualities which are recognised by the Lord
General as being of the type that compliment his own.
In the 50 year history of the Sealed Knot there have
been few Lord Generals there have also been few
Chiefs of Staff. Every LG looks for a Berthier to his
Napoleon. Robin certainly found his.

Following a decade of turmoil within the army the new
Lord General, Robin Stinson saw in Paul the right man
for the job given his quiet nature. Infact stating that he
was the right man for the job is very much an
understatement worthy of Paul Himself.

To quote Robin;
“Paul was a great help in making me become a better
Lord general...because he stopped me over managing
situations...and to keep a calm overview...but always
supported me in my flights of fancy when I decided to
think out of the box....he was the kindest most gentle
human being I've ever met”

Paul was well known for listening intently to people
and was able to immediately see the causes of any
problem and breakdown any situation into a few
carefully chosen succinct words. He was famous for
sorting the wood from the trees in any issue no

matter how complex. Although Paul’s reputation as a
master of the understatement did take some getting
used to for those around him, especially in the
middle of a battle when adrenalin can take a hold of
many.

I suppose in trying to sum Paul up one has to explain
his wonderful economy of the English language. Paul
could sum up a situation and report it to Robin in a
few words but with great clarity and use his own
form of code.

Robin gives some examples;

If all hell was breaking out and a brawl was in danger
of occurring Paul would say;

"You might want to wander over"

If we had had a bad day resulting in the battle being a
disaster resulting in a slump in moral with everyone
blaming everyone else Paul would say;

"You might need a word"

If part of the army was hard pressed and in danger of
being overwhelmed Paul would say;

"They will be bragging in the beer tent tonight"
or..."leave them...their enjoying themselves"

And more often than not they held and sure enough
they were very vocal about there exploits later in the
beer tent

Anger management was Paul's greatest asset. It was
so very hard to get worked up with Paul around. He
just had the ability to calm all around him.

But Paul had one area that he could be wound up on
– punctuality. Robin was not famous for being
punctual and in a weekend world where time can
simply disappear it is easy to lose track of time.
Robin used this to his advantage and would play
games with Paul. Making out that he had forgotten to
get ready for a meeting , or worst of all he could not
find the script. Paul would be observed slowly
becoming more and more agitated shifting his weight
from foot to foot...then as if by magic, Robin was
ready to go and with a big smile Paul would realise he
had been seriously wound up.
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Worst of all was if Paul ever did lose his temper. If so
this would usually result in a comment such as "I’m a bit
annoyed " And that would be it.!

For my own part I remember one of my favourite
Sealed Know evenings being one spent with Paul and
Mary at Hampton Court Castle less than two years
ago. A wonderful evening involving drink and easy talk
over common subjects such as wargames. My own
wife, Christine, who sadly cannot be here due to
illness, asked me to remember her to Mary. As they sat
chatting all evening. As Christine said its easy for you
guys to swan off and talk to your mates but its so
difficult to find really nice and interesting women to
chat to and Mary fitted that description.

Paul avoided the fame and fortune within the society
that such a post can be associated with instead
adopting a gentle and quiet persona. Respected for his
in depth knowledge of the English Civil War no doubt
knowledge gleaned from the huge quantity of books
that he read and many have commented that he always
seemed to have a book in his bag.

Recent weeks have seen considerable discussion on
Paul and a number of descriptions constantly repeat
themselves.

Cool – Calm – VERY collected - Quiet – humble –
SOLID.

An extraordinary human being.

These attributes were perfect for the position of Chief
of Staff and Paul helped the army struggle out of a
difficult time for which many of us will be eternally
grateful.

Paul served both the Parliament and Scots army with
distinction and as far as we know left this world
without a single enemy...which is something unique.

FAREWELL & GODSPEED.

Eulogy by Paul Eaglestone
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I first got to know him when he was part of the
Parliament staff. Robin had got his self the first ever
‘Armie Tent’, which one wag had christened ‘The
Fawning Awning’. Paul was never that. His own man,
with smiling twinkling eyes, deeply educated in his
chosen passions, gentle and decent in all things.

However I was surprised shortly after I took active
command of Gordon’s in 2005 when he asked to join.
I was flattered but also a bit confused. A Parliament
staff officer in a Highland royalist unit? He said he
wanted to join a Regiment with a different way of
doing things, and something he could help make small
changes and improvements to.

And he did, in large ways as well as the small
improvements, some of which I’ve mentioned above.
He and Mary, and for a time Tom, were a constant
cheery presence on the Scots Brigade camp, always
ready with a cup of tea or when the sun was vaguely
near the yard arm with a beer or a glass of wine. He
was part of that silver thread that is 17th century re-
enactment that goes back over 50 years. Of folk who
tried to the do the right thing, to nudge the game on,
to make a difference, to leave a mark. He did all that
through his long re-enactment career

Paul did all that. But he did it in a way that was quite
different from the anyone I know. He did it in a way
that was unfailingly decent and kind, with humility and
refreshingly, without the rage that passes for so much
‘modern’ behaviour. He showed that you didn’t have
to be angry or loud or a show off to make a huge
difference. His calmness and reasonableness always
made those around him a bit happier. That’s what we
mean by saying that the world would be a better
place place if we could all be a bit more ‘Sturman’.

Samuel Johnson said that ‘The concerns of life are
always swept away by news of death’. And so it is today.
Paul Sturman, Gordons legend and thoroughly decent
chap.

Here’s to you old friend. You made us all a bit better.

As a friend of Paul’s said on news of his passing, the
world would be a much better place if we all could
be a bit more ‘Sturman’

What did he mean by that?

Well, it meant that he rarely, if ever, got angry. Robin
Stinson, a great, great friend of his, to whom Paul was
Chief of Staff for a time when Robin was LG, tells
how the worst you would ever hear from Paul lips
was “I’m a bit annoyed’ in that gentle Norfolk
touched accent of his. And if Robin would lose it,
which to fair he didn’t often, Paul would lean over
and whisper “it will be alright”, which of course it
usually was.

It meant he always had time for and interest in folk,
particularly if it was a matter of great military
importance, like whether a body of musketeers
peeled off to the right or left after firing by
introduction. I’m never quite sure whether he came
to terms with the studied incompetence of our
Rutland Trayned Bands persona. I think it offended
some of his core historical sensibilities.

His interest in folk extended beyond the Sealed Knot
though. We shared a mutual love of north Norfolk,
and on my frequent trips up to that lovely, lonely
place he would always urge me to go to the Real Ale
Shop at Branthill Farm, and "try some Norfolk Cock". I
did. It really is a nice beer.

It meant that he was a constant but gradual improver,
which benefitted us all in small ways and large. One
small one was his insistence that the new Rutland
Trayned Bands colour should properly have a
St.George’s canton. So off he went and sorted it. No
fuss, no drama, just quiet improvement. When I
asked for help in making some sharps for Gordons,
he was one of the four musketeers who responded,
driving all the way up to the midlands and back in a
day and helped produce the most beautiful pikes I’ve
ever trailed. He had a real sense of craft, and the
beauty of practical things, like pikes.

 On a Throughly Decent Man by Steve Langan
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Contact Info

Photographs courtesy of Rusty Aldwinkle, Purdie Proudman,
Tracey Jones, Steve Ellis, Gloria Holmes, Karen Mccabe,
Nikki Shaw and Mary Sturman.

www.skscotsbrigade.org.uk

E. 1. gordonsadjutant@hotmail.co.uk
    2. hello@skscotsbrigade.org.uk

     1. William Gordon's Regiment of Foote (closed group)
     2. The Scots Brigade (closed group)
     3. Friends of the Scots Brigade (open group)

C.O.: Nick Proudman
T. 07956 715072
E. n.proudman@yahoo.co.uk

Adjutent: Gloria Holmes
T. 01255677355 or 07718 891228
E. gordonsadjutant@hotmail.co.uk

COTN Editor: Karen Poffley
T. 07786 907727
E. karenpoffley@hotmail.com
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