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First Published in COTN Issue 1 September 2005 

KIT LIST – MORE INFORMATION by Steve Langan 
 

I know speaking to a few of you, that The Gordon’s Kit List can prove a trifle confusing for new 
members: what to get and what not, what to mix with what and what not…..well, in an effort to 
simplify and clarify, Lorraine has produced a very simple to follow list (attached at the back of this 
rag), whilst below I have attempted to fill it out a bit with a few pictures.  You should read both of 
these together.  Please note we will cover camp follower  kit in the next issue. 
 
Basically, if you are a fighting man or woman, you should think of the Gordon’s kit in terms of three 
different sets of kit, of which you will need to obtain a minimum of two. 
 
Forthwith these will be known as: Number Ones, number Two’s and number Three’s. 
 
 
Number Ones 
 
This is the full highland outfit: belted plaid, flintlock musket, basket hilt 
sword, targe, etc. as shown in the picture on the right.  Note that this 
picture does not show Gordons as they actually look (I can’t find a decent 
picture!), as none of them is carrying a flintlock musket, but it does give 
you an idea of the type of costume you need should you go down this 
route.  However, please beware of the perils of buying tartan (those in 
the picture are far too bright by the way).  It is far too easy to make a 
horrible mistake, and therefore we insist that all tartan buying is done 
through the Company Adjutant, Lorraine Knaggs (tel: 01788-561856 or e-
mail: , who will advise and, if necessary, source your plaid for you. 
 
 

Number Two’s 
 
This is the soldiers coat and trews outfit (pictured left) and is an alternative to 
the number ones.  You do not need to obtain one’s and two’s unless you are 
reaaaally keen.  It is an either/or therefore.  Basically it comprises a simple grey 
soldiers coat, simple highland trews cut on the bias (ie on the diagonal), blue 
bonnet, latchet shoes, flintlock musket and bandolier, plus a simple sword or 
hanger (n.b. not a basket hilt) Note that the actual tartan in the trews is not a 
uniform pattern, and once again Lorriane can advise and help source these for 
you. 
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Number Three’s 
 
This is the Lowland/European look (right), which we all need to 
have for events when Highland troops were not present.  This is 
also the most practical look for pikemen (though trews might 
work as well).  Please note that we insist that you obtain this 
outfit first (with the exception of the short plaid).  Again, either 
Lorraine or myself can advise on patterns, material, etc.  If in 
doubt, ask! 
 
Steve 
 
(n.b.  The above photos are not for onward circulation, having 
been ‘borrowed’ from various books purely for this educational 
article) 
 
 
 
Helmet Patterns 
For those of you looking to acquire helmets, either as a fashion accessory (Mike N) or more 
practically as essential cranial protection device whilst idling away the hours in the pike block, I 
have decided that there are two patterns of helmet we should be using.  I have chose these two 
because they are: 
 
1) Historically accurate (as far as we can tell) for Scots troops at the time. 
2) Distinctive from the majority of the Sealed Knot 
3) They look darned good! 
 
The preferred style is a Swedish pattern.  Scotland and Sweden had close military links during the 
17th century, and Scots were amongst Gustavus Adolphus’s most prized troops.  Many Scots officers 
became high-ranking generals in the Swedish Army, probably the most famous of whom was 
Alexander Leslie, 1st Earl of Leven (the victor of Marston Moor).  Often when these officers returned 
home, they were given gifts of arms and armour, sometimes in significant quantities.  Leslie 
brought 2,000 full suits of infantry armour home with him in the late 1630’s, and as late as 1651 a 
shipload of Swedish armour is recorded as being unloaded at Dundee. 

 
The picture on the left shows an extant copy of a Swedish pattern 
morion (minus the cheek pieces).  These were known as ‘storm-hats’ 
by the Swedes and afforded excellent protection, particularly with 
the downward sloping rim.  Good pictures of how these looked in 
action can be found in Brzezinski and Hook’s Osprey book (235) on 
Gustavus Adolphus’s Infantry.  Note the plume holder at the rear. 
 
 
 

I have commissioned 5 of these designs from Cataphract Armoury in time for the new season.  
These can be either loaned out as regimental spares or sold to new members.  Those of you with 
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existing helmets do not of course need to replace them, however if you are thinking of replacing 
them, then please go for this design. 

 
The second style is the much simpler, and old fashioned, cabasset 
style (pictured left, taken from Haythornthwaite’s ‘English Civil 
War’).  The one illustrated has the distinctive ‘pear stalk’ at the top 
of the helmet, though they often came without these (which I would 
recommend from a safety point of view).  A similar helmet (though 
much smaller) was found at the site of the Battle of Inverlochy 
(1645) and now resides in the Fort William museum.  Cataphract 
Armour can make these on request. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
And on a related matter……………… 
This season I will be mostly wearing…….. grey….but which shade of grey I hear you cry! 
 
This subject probably causes more debate than anything else.  Is it light grey, mid grey or dark grey, 
charcoal even?  Well, in actual fact its none of these.  Hodden grey, as it was properly called at the 
time is simply undyed wool.  And although sheep’s wool at the time could run from the nearly 
white to dirty brown colour, the colour we have landed on is what can be described as ‘salt and 
pepper’ grey, i.e. a mixture of light and dark (my thanks to Alastair Bantock for this wonderfully 
vivid description).  It should be rough and homespun, and the buttons on the front should be made 
from cloth of the same type (no evidence of wooden buttons exists on Scots coats or doublets).  Of 
the illustrations shown above, probably that of the pikeman comes closest to showing it in its 
correct form.  The others are too dark and uniform. Some of the coats that Frasers wear are close.  
The good news is that I can get hold of Army blankets at £8.99 a shot (from an army surplus store in 
Burton-on-Trent) that make perfect soldiers coats in the correct shade (mines is made of one of 
these).  You will need two blankets for coat and breeches.  However I have to admit these are a tad 
heavy for a mid summer’s day (though perfect for the start and end of the season, and for most 
evenings).  If in doubt ask me before you buy.  I will endeavour to source a bolt of suitable material 
before the season starts.  However feel free to buy your own material (after consultation) as we do 
not want a chocolate box appearance. 
 
 
Armour….Amour…. 
The good news is that if we want to, and almost certainly uniquely amongst Scots infantry of the 
period, our pikeman can wear armour if they so choose.  George Gordon, 2nd Marquis of Huntly, our 
liege lord at the time, started raising troops for the Kings Cause in March 1639.  He is recorded as 
equipping them to a remarkably high standard for Scots troops of the period: 
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‘2000 mvscatis, bandilieris, and mvscat staves (i.e rests), 1000 pikis and harness and armour, both 
for foot men and horss men, cairabins, horss peces, pistollis, pulder, leid and matche’   
 
(quoted from Spalding in S.Reid’s Scots Armies of the 17th Century, Vol. 3, The Royalist Armies.  
Partizan Press, 1989). 
 
 
Now, realistically, probably not a lot of this was left by the later period of the war, but it is a unique 
record, and shows just how wealthy the Gordons and that part of Scotland was in the mid 
seventeenth century.  More importantly for us, it adds to that sense of differentiation and 
specialness that we seek to create for Col. William Gordon’s Regimente. 
 

Stevie 


