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Welcome to the new look COTN!

Inside this edition we have a plethora of new
features that will regularly grace these pages
which we hope you will embrace and support
going forward.

COTN will still retain important postings
about all Regimental and Brigade goings on as
before but we've tried to now incorporate
much more besides. This is a newsletter for
you, our members and we hope this new
approach better reflects that.

In addition, we have a request to all of you; if
you have any photographs that depict life both
on and off the battlefield, we'd love to see them
and create a Gordon's library of good quality
images. Please send electronic files of a
minimum of 300dpi to
karenpoffley@hotmail.com.

We hope you enjoy reading Issue 52 and
welcome your feedback or any suggestions for
additional features or articles you'd like to see.

Stay smiling :)
Paul S & Karen P

Well Guys it’s that time of the year again RENEWALS!!!
Please get them in ASAP.

I have posted a copy of the renewal form on the Gordon's Facebook
page and the fees. Please note that there has been a slight increase
this year.

Cheques should be made payable to WILLIAMS GORDONS
REGIMENT and sent to me at the following address:

Gloria Holmes
5 Pinewood Close
Frinton on Sea
CO13 0RJ

Please include a SAE with your form and sign the gift aid at the
bottom if you are a UK taxpayer. I can collect them at Catton Hall
if you prefer, but remember the SAE!!!!!!!!

That’s all Folks!!!!
Globags

Well what a cracking season Gordon's have seen this year!  Those
who made it to Memmingen will vouch for what a special regiment
we have made in MacKays and my sincere thanks to everyone who
was able to attend and make this yet another event we can be proud
of being part of.  A special congratulations too to our very own Herr
Helmut Meissner on being crowned as this year's Fischertag King!

My thanks also goes to our members who held the ranks at the
musters on home turf.  It's the continued dedication of members that
contributes to making Gordon's great.

However the season has not ended yet!  At Catton Hall this ABH,
we will again put on a fine show.  Please note that we will be
performing as Rutlanders so pack your greys.  Pre-warning, there will
however be a full drill and kit inspection over the weekend which
includes musicians, water carrier, ladies and children.  Exact time and
place to be confirmed.  Please wear your plaid for this.

So let's get ready to end with a bang and of salute the season with
drinks aplenty at our cocktail party before heading up to Falkland
Palace in September for a final Highland fling before retiring into
winter quarters.

All the best, Digger
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Frontline Despatches

Memmingen, Bavaria, 2016

Hampton Court Castle, Herefordshire 23-24 July 2016

Holdenby House, Northants 2-3 July 2016

Gordon's took to the field in our 'Rutlander's guise for
this major muster at Holdenby.  The gold and scarlet
colours certainly are striking in battle as these pictures
taken by our good friend Rusty Aldwinckle show.

Good campsite, interesting walk to the battlefield, nice
house and brilliant gardens. We fought with Gerrard’s
with the Royalist Lord General carrying a musket. Nice
to see Mike and Helen who popped over for the day.
Mike is making a slow recovery and hopes to be with us
next season.

Spent the evening with the Parliament Lord General and
his wife in the castle’s courtyard which was opened up
for us. Good beer although the replacement disco was
not so good. The band that had been booked split up at
the last minute and a replacement could not be found.

All in all great venue, good battle and good company.

Paul Sturman

Obviously due to Memmingen not a good turn out from
Gordon’s, in fact just me and Mary, but we had a good
time.  If the SK ever do another muster there (which
will depend on the new owners), we would heartily
recommend it to you all.
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A DAY IN THE LIFE OF.... a Drummer

There are many roles within a Regiment so the purpose of this
 'A Day In The Life of' feature is to showcase specific roles.

Special skills or training required:
We train as often as possible individually but only get
the opportunity to train as a group at events.
The pattern or tone of a drum beat mean a variety
of messages. The basic tunes a drummer needs to
learn are the six orders/calls of war which are:-

· Preparative
· Form up
· Make ready,
· Charge/fall on,
· Reform
· Retreat

In addition there are 9 marching tunes to learn but
it is unrealistic to expect new drummers to pick all
these up at once so we start with 3 basics and we
make them into rhymes to simplify it.

The role of drum major is to drink lots of rum hand
out sweeties. He/she will also call the changes of
tune on the March and relay the Orders from the
officers on the field.

Cost of kit (excluding standard clothing):
A drum can cost anything between £100 - £250
depending on size. The size of the drum you chose
is an individual choice. Marcus Music make drums in
numerous dimensions. Drum sticks vary between
£10-£20. A leather strap is £10.

Each regiment has at least one regimental drum that
can be used so buying a drum is not always necessary
dependent on the number of 'new drummers'.
Drums can also be purchased second hand at a
fraction of the cost.

Maintaining a drum is not expensive and depends on
the amount of use - once a year to have the strings
tightened (around £30 including postage) but
generally a little dubbin once a year on the skin will
suffice.

No of drummers in Scots Brigade:
Gordon's (5), Laghtnans (3), Frasers (2),
O'Cahans (2)

Where Found:
i) In troop line up: This depends on numbers.

Generally at the front behind the standard bearer
but we can also be placed in the middle between
musket and pike.

ii) On field: Drum Major at the front with Brigade
Commander. Remaining drums behind the troops.

The Drums of War - a brief history
Drums have been used for military purposes for thousands
of years and provide 3 main purposes to an army:

i)  To sound out orders by drum beat that can be heard over
noise of battle.

ii) To raise spirit and morale
iii) To provide rhythm and set pace when marching

A battle between Qi and Lu in ancient times (684 BC) was
noted to have a significantly changed outcome because of
the use of drums.

Some of the earliest known drum sticks were from the
1300's, used to beat snare drums called Tabors, and they
were made from wood.

Drummers would have been sons of the gentry and
educated to speak a number of languages to enable them to
parley with the opposition. They were paid around a shilling
a day and it was a hanging offence to kill a drummer!

A new Drummer's Manual is currently
being composed by Gordon's Drum
Major, Tracey Jones.

Due for publication early 2017, this
manual will provide all the necessary
information for new and existing
drummers.
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Living History
CAMPSIDE COMMUNICATIONS

Living History is an important part of re-enacting, so each issue we will dedicate a section to Campside Communications.

On your Doorstep
As the title suggests, this feature is all about what English Civil War history you have lurking on your doorstep or places that
you visit outside of Sealed Knot adventures.  All we need is a photograph of the location and a few notes about the site.  So
get out there and get hunting!

On my commute to work, I pass through Forbury
Gardens in Reading and one morning happened to notice
the Information Board.

Originally noted as a Viking camp in 870A.D., it sits nestled
between the rivers of Kennet and the Thames. In 1150 in
the time of Henry I, Forbury Hill was constructed.  Not
much of a hill to be honest, as today you can easily walk
up it's shallow slopes in a handful of paces as you can see
from the picture on the right.

However of particular interest on this Information Board
was the fact that in April 1643, the hill was used as a gun
emplacement during the Siege of Reading in the Civil War.

Reading was a Royalist town governed by Sir Arthur
Aston.  The town was converted into a fortress with all
passage to and from the town  strictly guarded.

Nearly 3000 soldiers were quartered there compared
to 5000 natural Reading inhabitants.

On Sunday, April 16th, the guns of the Parliamentary
army opened fire upon the town.  Just 10 days later,
on April 26th, the articles of surrender were signed.
Reading had fallen!

Karen Poffley

Join Kim at Catton Hall
and learn how to make Dorset buttons

Used to  adorn an officer's jacket (or even your own),
this is a fun and historically relevant skill to learn!

A Dorset button is a style of hand-made button
originating in the county of Dorset. They are
characteristically made by repeatedly binding yarn over
a disc or ring former. Manufacture of Dorset buttons
peaked between 1622 and 1850.

This August Bank Holiday, we'd like to see an effort by all
plastic-site members to support to our Living History
team, who do a stirling job promoting Gordon's to the
public from 10am-5pm each day without fail.

We are always welcome at the Gordon's LH encampment
post-battle for a watering and a nibble and will most likely
take a pitstop there over the weekend.

However we would especially like to see all of Gordons to
spend some time with the LH team at some point over the
weekend.  Go and have a wander down, practice sword
fighting, hang out, maybe even talk to the public about what
we do if you're feeling brave enough!



Did we mention
Membership Renewals?!

Send completed renewals to Gloria.
DEADLINE: 30th October

Cheques payable to William Gordon's
Regiment of Foote. Don't forget to
enclose your SAE!

On behalf of Gordon's Regiment,
Congratulations to Mr & Mrs Jones

on their recent marriage!
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Invitations

What will be your poison?

with a  twist

August Bank Holiday

You are dared to come devilishly
dressed for the darkest of
occasions that promises the
shrieks of banshees, the cackle of
witches and a zombie-induced
morning after!

Don't forget to pack a spare liver!!

UPDATE
New venue in Haddington to be announced

- keep an eye on Facebook for details

Saturday 26th November 2016
Haddington, East Lothian

7pm - 12am
Ceilidh band

£25 per person*
BYOB

A list of local Hotels/B&Bs is available in the 'Files' section
on Gordon’s Facebook page or from your CO

RVSP to Lisa Forbes
*Please PM Lisa Forbes via Facebook for payment details

Noticeboard

for sale/wanted
Old kit you no longer need?  After a
particular thing?  Advertise here for free!

FULL MEMBERS

Don't miss the excitement that is
the AGM!

To be held at Catton Hall in the
Beer Tent on Saturday at 4pm.

Saturday night at the Regimental awning

celebrations
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Contact Info

Next Issue due: December 2016

Issue 52 August 2016.
(C) Copyright 2016. All rights reserved.
William Gordon's Regiment of Foote.

E. gordonsadjutant@hotmail.co.uk

     1. William Gordon's Regiment of Foote
     2. Friends of William Gordon's Regiment of Foote

C.O. Digger Blissett
T. 0787 563 1013
E. r.blissett1@virginmedia.com

Adjacent: Gloria Holmes
T. 01255677355 or 0771 889 1228
E. gordonsadjutant@hotmail.co.uk

COTN Editorial team:
Paul Sturman
T. 01285 885431
E. PSturman1@aol.com

Any suggestions for feature articles and photographs
greatly received.  Submit to Editor by 25th November

Dates for Diary R:  Regimental Event.  Maximum attendance please
B:  Brigade Event. Support whenever possible
O: Optional.
M: Miscellaneous event.

DATE(S) LOCATION DETAILSTYPE

ock o' theC orthN

Quoteth of the daye

Karen Poffley
T. 07786 907727
E. karenpoffley@hotmail.com

2016

R          26-30 August      Catton Hall                 August Bank Holiday Major.  Brigade cocktail party

B          24-25 Sept          Falkland Palace, Fife     Last Scots muster of season.  Get there if you can.

M         30 October         -----                            Membership Renewal forms due to Gloria. (SK cut off 30 Nov)

M         11-13 Nov          Ryton on Dunsmore    The Original Reenactors Market (TORM)

B          26 Nov               East Lothian                The Scots Brigade Banquet

2017

O         27 Jan                 Nantwich                     Brave the weather and do Gordon's proud - yer Highlanders
                                                                         after all!

Full warning orders in Orders of the Day or on the SK website

Keep an eye out on Gordon's Facebook page for updates or additional notes

[Ed: This was supposed to be a
proper considered piece but
after seeing this photo from
Memmingen I'm sorry but all I
can think of is "just WTF?!?!"}


